Ultrasound is a fast, cost-effective, and noninvasive imaging modality increasingly being used as a diagnostic tool in emergency departments, at bedside, and in the clinic. Its portability and easy operation makes ultrasound accessible to medical professionals in all specialties and stages of training. However, the unique geometry and contrast of structures on ultrasound sections often appear confusing to the novice eye. This is where the *Color Atlas of Ultrasound Anatomy* by Berthold Block comes in handy.

Through sequences of more than 270 high quality sonograms with beautifully color-coded schematics, this pocket-sized atlas familiarizes the learner to the shape, size, texture, and anatomical relationships of the abdominal and pelvic organs as well as the thyroid gland. The multi-slice series are particularly helpful as they show how the organs and vessels change in shape and position as the ultrasound probe is moved across the body. Each slice is accompanied by an inset showing where the probe is placed, a three-dimensional model indicating the scanning plane, and a short text with clues to locating anatomical landmarks. The information is efficiently and perspicuously arranged in a quarter format on facing pages with the back flap of the book serving as the legend guide. In addition, the book includes an introductory section illustrating the common patient and sonographer positions and scanning directions used to survey each organ. The front and back covers also contain normal measurements of the key structures.

The first of its kind, the original edition of the atlas has been hailed as the primer to ultrasound techniques for medical students, residents, and technicians. The new edition has improved on the already ingenious layout and incorporated additional series of sonograms for the gallbladder, kidneys, stomach, and prostate. This book is a must-have for every ultrasound station.

There are a few shortcomings for consideration in future revisions. It would be great if the book had a brief section illustrating the echogenicity of common pathological conditions such as a cyst, a solid tumor, or an inflamed duct. A section using more advanced techniques such as doppler imaging to assess peripheral vascular flow would also be helpful. Lastly, a spiral bind edition that allows the book to lay flat when opened would greatly enhance its use as a reference during hands on learning.
